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1. Background
In 2009, the 30 years of civil war in Sri Lanka came to an end. People especially many women in the war-affected regions have dealt with multiple long-term impacts of the violent conflict such as injuries; loss of lives, property, income sources, and livelihood activities; multiple displacements; and trauma, amongst other impacts, which have placed many households in a precarious situation when trying to rebuild their lives in Kilinochchi’s post war context.  Land issues identified as one of the key problems reconciliation in Sri Lanka. Therefore, The National Action Plan for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights (2011-2016)[footnoteRef:1] highlighted that an alternative dispute resolution method is needed to settle private and state land disputes.  [1:  https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/NHRA/NPASriLanka2011_2016.pdf] 

The first Gazette Notification No. 1904/41 dated March 4th, 2015 declared[footnoteRef:2] that the first set of Special Mediations Board areas were located in Jaffna, Kilinochchi, Trincomalee, Batticaloa, and Anuradhapura Districts. The Asia Foundation has played a key role in the past in assisting the Ministry of Justice to establish Special Land Mediation Boards and Kilincochi mediation board was started in Feb 2018.  [2:  http://www.documents.gov.lk/files/egz/2015/3/1904-41_E.pdf] 

2. Development 
The Special Land Mediation Boards of Kilinochchi commenced their first sitting in February 2018. Altogether, between February 2018 and October 2018, 127 state land disputes have been received by the Board. 13 cases were resolved and issued settlement certificate, 54 cases were unresolved and issued non-settlement certificate. 91 disputes are in  progress.  Fraudulent or Illegal Land Transfers or Sales (24%), Encroachment and/or Secondary Occupation (23%) and Boundary Disagreements (19%) were largely consisted of the state land disputes received by the Kilinochchi Mediation Board. 




Simultaneously, the Kilinochchi Land Mediation Board dealt with 43 private land issues. 28% of the issues were related to Boundary Disagreements whilst Coownership Disputes and Encroachment and/or Secondary Occupation amounted to 19% of the caseload. Overall, 3 cases settled, 9 received non-settlement certificates and 44 cases are in progress for resolution. 


Overall, During the reporting period, Kilinochchi mediation board received mostly state land issues since the Kilinochchi district has largely State land. Altogether 170 Land cases received for the meantime 16 cases settled, 63 cased non-settled and 135 cases were in progress. As of 31st October 2018, KIlinochchi Special Mediation Board was datamined 16 cases settled out 170 cases and it settled an average 2 cases per month. 
	Disputes- State Land (31/10/18)
	State Land 
	Private Land 

	
	Received
	Settled
	Not Settled
	Pending
	Received
	Settled
	Not Settled
	Pending

	Boundary Disagreements
	24
	0
	10
	20
	12
	1
	5
	12

	Encroachment and/or Secondary Occupation
	29
	2
	8
	27
	7
	0
	0
	7

	Fraudulent or Illegal Land Transfers or Sales
	31
	7
	13
	16
	7
	0
	1
	8

	Coownership Disputes
	14
	1
	14
	4
	8
	2
	2
	8

	Inheritance Disputes
	4
	0
	1
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Tenant Rights Issues
	4
	0
	1
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Abuse of Caretaker Roles/Power of Attorney 
	4
	0
	1
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Access and Right of Way Disputes
	5
	0
	1
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Documentation and Land Registration Issues
	11
	3
	3
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Others
	1
	0
	2
	1
	9
	0
	1
	9

	Total 
	127
	13
	54
	91
	43
	3
	9
	44



State Land Disputes -till 31/10/2018

Received	
Boundary Disagreements	Encroachment and/or Secondary Occupation	Fraudulent or Illegal Land Transfers or Sales	Coownership Disputes	Inheritance Disputes	Tenant Rights Issues	Abuse of Caretaker Roles/Power of Attorney 	Access and Right of Way Disputes	Documentation and Land Registration Issues	Others	24	29	31	14	4	4	4	5	11	1	Settled	
Boundary Disagreements	Encroachment and/or Secondary Occupation	Fraudulent or Illegal Land Transfers or Sales	Coownership Disputes	Inheritance Disputes	Tenant Rights Issues	Abuse of Caretaker Roles/Power of Attorney 	Access and Right of Way Disputes	Documentation and Land Registration Issues	Others	0	2	7	1	0	0	0	0	3	0	Not Settled	
Boundary Disagreements	Encroachment and/or Secondary Occupation	Fraudulent or Illegal Land Transfers or Sales	Coownership Disputes	Inheritance Disputes	Tenant Rights Issues	Abuse of Caretaker Roles/Power of Attorney 	Access and Right of Way Disputes	Documentation and Land Registration Issues	Others	10	8	13	14	1	1	1	1	3	2	Pending	
Boundary Disagreements	Encroachment and/or Secondary Occupation	Fraudulent or Illegal Land Transfers or Sales	Coownership Disputes	Inheritance Disputes	Tenant Rights Issues	Abuse of Caretaker Roles/Power of Attorney 	Access and Right of Way Disputes	Documentation and Land Registration Issues	Others	20	27	16	4	4	4	4	5	6	1	


Private Land Disputes -till 31/10/2018

Received	
Boundary Disagreements	Encroachment and/or Secondary Occupation	Fraudulent or Illegal Land Transfers or Sales	Coownership Disputes	Inheritance Disputes	Tenant Rights Issues	Abuse of Caretaker Roles/Power of Attorney 	Access and Right of Way Disputes	Documentation and Land Registration Issues	Others	12	7	7	8	0	0	0	0	0	9	Settled	
Boundary Disagreements	Encroachment and/or Secondary Occupation	Fraudulent or Illegal Land Transfers or Sales	Coownership Disputes	Inheritance Disputes	Tenant Rights Issues	Abuse of Caretaker Roles/Power of Attorney 	Access and Right of Way Disputes	Documentation and Land Registration Issues	Others	1	0	0	2	0	0	0	0	0	0	Not Settled	
Boundary Disagreements	Encroachment and/or Secondary Occupation	Fraudulent or Illegal Land Transfers or Sales	Coownership Disputes	Inheritance Disputes	Tenant Rights Issues	Abuse of Caretaker Roles/Power of Attorney 	Access and Right of Way Disputes	Documentation and Land Registration Issues	Others	5	0	1	2	0	0	0	0	0	1	Pending	
Boundary Disagreements	Encroachment and/or Secondary Occupation	Fraudulent or Illegal Land Transfers or Sales	Coownership Disputes	Inheritance Disputes	Tenant Rights Issues	Abuse of Caretaker Roles/Power of Attorney 	Access and Right of Way Disputes	Documentation and Land Registration Issues	Others	12	7	8	8	0	0	0	0	0	9	
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